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WHEN A QUESTIONNAIRE WAS SENT TO 367 COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES TO DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF CURRENT INVOLVEMENT 
AND PROJECTIONS FOR FUTURE INVOLVEMENT IN LESS THAN 
BACCALAUREATE DEGREE TECHNICAL EDUCATION FROGRAMS, 282 
INSTITUTIONS (76.8 PERCENT) RESPONDED. APPROXIMATELY 
ONE-THIRD OF THE RESPONDENTS OFFERED NO TECHNICAL PROGRAMS s 
AND TWO-FIFTHS OFFERED LESS THAN BACCALAUREATE TECHNICAL 
PROGRAMS. MORE THAN HALF OF THE COLLEGES WITH OVER 10,000 
STUDENTS OFFERED SUCH PROGRAMS. OF THE 619 PROGRAMS 
IDENTIFIED, 575 WERE OF TWO YEARS OR LESS. APPROXIMATELY HALF 
OF THE RESPONDENTS FLANNED TO ADD OR EXPAND FROGRAMS. IN 
THOSE COLLEGES NOT PLANNING TO ADD OR EXPAND FROGRAMS, LACK 
OF DEMAND AND ALLOCATION OF THE TECHNICAL EDUCATION FUNCTION 
TO OTHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS WERE GIVEN AS THE REASONS. 
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FOREWORD 



The results of this study are provided as an indication of the current 
and projected future involvement of institutions of higher education in 
technical education programs of less-than-baccalaureate level • 

Credit is due Dr. Allan W. Os tar. Executive Director, Association of 
State Colleges and Universities and Dr. John D. Rowlett, Dean, College of 
Applied Arts and Technology, Eastern Kentucky University, for their initial 
interest and support throughout the project. Credit is also due Dr. William 
E. Sexton, Chairman, Industrial Technology Department, Eastern Kentucky 
University, who conducted the investigation and prepared the final report. 

Finally, I wish to acknowledge my special indebtedness to the individual 
representatives of the many colleges and universities who provided the data 
for this report. Without their interest and assistance, this project would 
not have been possible. 



ROBERT R. MARTIN, President 
Eastern Kentucky University 



* 



o 



INTRODUCTION 



Eastern Kentucky University recently cooperated with the 
Association of State Colleges and Universities and the National 
Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges in a research 
project designed to ascertain the status of less-than-baccalaureate 
level technical e^cation programs in institutions of higher 
education* 

It was believed that such a study would give adequate recognition 
nationally to the role played by state and land grant colleges and 
universities in meeting educational needs at less-than-baccalaure-?te 
degree levels* Further, it was contended that information thus gained 
might be used by the two associations during the course of their 
deliberations with congressional committees and other federal agencies* 

Purposes of the Study 

The purposes of the study were to ascertain (1) the extent of 
current involvement nationally in less-than-baccalaureate degree level 
technical education programs and (2) the projected extent of involve- 
ment in these programs by 1970* Answers to the following questions were 
sought : 

1* To what extent are member institutions of the ASCU 
and the NASULGC involved in technical education 
programs of less-than-baccalaureate level on the 
main campus and in off-campus centers? 

2* What is the current pattern regarding the planned 
duration of technical education curricula? 
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3. What is the current student enrollment in technical 
education programs of less-than-baccalaureate level? 

4* To what extent will technical education programs of 
less-than-baccalaureate level increase or decrease, 
by 1970, in institutions currently offering such 
programs? 

5* To what extent will technical education programs of 
less-than-baccalaureate level be added, by 1970, to 
the curriculum of institutions not offering such 
programs at present? 

Definition of Terms 

For the purposes of this study, technical education programs were 
defined as those occupational curricula that combine general education 
with technical information and practical skill development experiences 
necessary, for individuals who wish to enter into and subsequently succeed 
in occupations that require an understanding of the laws of science and 
technology and their application in our society* 

Limitations of the Study 

This study was limited to the 367 colleges and universities in the 
United States and its territorial possessions classified as members or 
eligible nonmembers of the Association of State Colleges and Universities 
and the National Association of State Universities and Land Grant Colleges* 

Secondly, the study was necessarily limited to the extent to which 
respondents correctly interpreted and supplied valid responses to items 
appearing on the information forms* 

Finally, the validity of data evolving from the study was limited to 
the extent that the colleges and universities participating in the study 
accurately represented the institutions offering technical education 
programs of less-than-baccalaureate level* 



